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Cannon eyes transparency, guideline up

2

[

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

)

Hatch looks to support office’s audit function

Auditor

safety in government bathrooms
and locker rooms for everyone.
Any personal safety and privacy
uncerns should be reported first
to law enforcement: second to the
government agency in whose facili
ty the incident oceurred; and third
10 OSA if the government agency's
policy did not adequately address
the situation

role of the Office of the
ditor (OSA) is to give an
independent assessment of statu

tory compliance of state and local

governments: not individual com
pliance. Unfortunately. the OSA re
porting hotline became & tanget to
vent frustrations with the legisla

Ricky Hatch » In all its dutics, the
tate auditor's role is to follow the
In this instance, state code
ifies that the auditor shall “en
ypliance™ and report hack
to the Legislature. That should be
the state suditor’s role — no more,

no Jess.

e co

Auditors are trusted because
they recognize their role and ex
ceute their duties professional
Iy and exactly. Nowhere in the
state Constitution or code does it
specify that the state auditor eval
uute whether e ted laws are
well-crafted and good or bad pol
icy. The state anditor should work
losely and early with the Legis
lature to clarify and improve any
conde that impacts that office or the

tities within that office’s purview
T've done exactly that for the past
10 years, working proactively with
legislators to refine their bills in
wdvance to ensure they represent
good public policy

Cannon » No. (The Licutenant gov-
ernor has the statutory responsibil
ity for these audits)

Hatch » Yes. election systems and
returns absolutely should be con-
stantly audited — and currently
are. according to state law. These
ducted by the Of
fice of Legislative Auditor Gener
al. The state anditor currently can
1 should audit the funds used for
Jections and that state and county
the legi
and their own policies

wdits are oo

ative rules

Question #3 » What would
be two or three of your top
priorities as auditor?

Cannon » | Continued updates
to th ures and usability of
transparent utah gov. These tools
have helped to make Utah govern-
ment agtencies financial and perfor-
g it mare accessible and
d decision

clevant t
makers
2. While using our audit find
« as guidelines, work with the
> to pass legislation to
improve the fiscal, statutory and

taxpay
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Above » Activists in support of transgender rights hold a sit-in in front of a bathroom at the Utah Capitol in Salt Lake City in February. Below » Utah
State Auditor John Dougall, who has criticized the legisiative mandate to investigate reports of trans bathroom ban violations, is leaving office to run for

Congress in Utah's 3rd District

The financial audits of the state &
state agencies are the only consti-
tutic v mandated duties of that
office.

Improve relationships with local
governments: 1 want to strengthen
trust with all levels of government
and increase collaboration. In addi-
tion to identifying deficiencies, we
should collaborate up front with
agencies to prevent deficiencies
from happening in the first place

like putting a fence at the top of
a cliff rather than an ambulance
at the bottom. T'd like to strength-
en the approach to identifying and
mitigating financial ri By fur-
ther utilizing data analytics, con-
tinuous auditing techniques and
artificial intelligence, we may be
better able to detect and address

er
plain-language summaries so that

perfarmance manag guide-
I nd existing statute
al governments.
nd recruiting of
staff. The number of state and
I government agencies over
which the OSA has fiscal and stat
v and performance
versight continues
to grow, while the accounting pro-
fession continues to lose prac
tioners and new students. It is
issue our office must address with-
in the next four years.

Hatch » Further support the core
financial audit side of the office:
Some key management positions
are close to retirement, and re-
placements hve been slow to find
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can better under-
stand them.

Cannon » No. The Utah Consti
tution creates a separate constitu-
tional office that reports directly
to the people to maintain the inde-
pendence of the Office of the State
Auditor. This importance of inde
pendence in auditing remains a
standard in public accounting and
should remain a standard in Utah
government

It is for this reason that 1 have

Make a donation
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held the personal standard of not
soliciting or accepting endorse-
ments or donations from any of
the statc or Jocal government offi-
cials over whom the state auditor
has oversight. Auditors should not
do or accept anything that would
impair or presume to impair their
professional judgement

Hatch » The state auditor abso-
hould NOT be appointed.
ting the state auditor runs
counter to the fundamental pur-
pose of the state anditor — tobe an
independent check on all branch-
rnment to identify waste,
nd abuse
o runs counter to audit-
ing best practices and the code
of conduct for certified public ac-
s. Objectivity and inde-
nce are two pillars of pro-
onal auditing and CPAs who
violate these principles are sub-
fiscipline and loss of license.
another reason why it's im-
CPA as the state
auditar Audits should never be po-
liticized.

Question #5 » In your opinion,
what is the role of the auditor
and why are you the best
candidate for the position?
Cannon » The state auditor is re-
onsible for the management of

n independent assessment

nce and performance man-
agement for stute and local govern-
ment
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I.am the best candidate for state
auditor because I have a passion for
honest, ethical government. 1 have
experienced the impacts of living
and serving within a community
impacted by embezzlement and
a desire to protect others from
those impacts. As the current dep-
uty state auditor, I understand the
complexity of the responsibilities
of the office, as well as the chal
lenges the office faces to fulfill our
role.

Hatzh » The state auditor provides
independent and objective over
sight of the financial operations of
state and Jocal governments. help-
ing ensure that taxpayer dollars
are used legally, effectively and
transparently. The office also con
ducts performance audits to evalu:
ate the efficiency and effectiveness
of government programs and de-
partments.

I'm the best candidate because
of experience and Jeadership. As a
CPA for 26 years, I've worked in au
diting and accountin * for 30 years.
I'm the only CPA in this race. 've
served as the Weber County audi-
tor for 13 years. I've conducted fi-
nancial, technology. performance,
fraud and compliance audits. I'm
not just an audit nerd, I've served
in leadership capacities at the
county, state and national level
(president of Utah Association of
Counties; board of directors at the
ional Association of Counties).
TI've worked closely with state legis-
lators to improve internal controls
and financial reporting That's why
both the House and Senate leader-
ship endorse me.

Cannon » The OSA is very proud
of transparent utah gov and how
we lead the nation in the quanti-
ty of data shared to taxpayers and
decision makers. Under my leader-
ship as the next state auditor, data
analytics and Al will continue to
be key priorities to develop tools
so the office can improve the qual-
ity and expand quantity of infor-
mation available to the public and
also for how we analyze informa-
tion during our audits.

Hatch » | can see a more push-ori-
ented public outreach mindset. I
like the idea of allowing people

to sign up to receive notifications
whenever there is an audit of a par-
ticular entity or topic, similar to
the service provided on the legis-
lative website. I think audit reports
should include plain-language
summaries so that non-accoun-
tants can better understand them.
1 can also see more proactive pro-
motion of what the office does,
perhaps a smaller version of the
treasurer’s oatreach program re-
garding unclaimed cash.

Question #7 » For the last few
years, the auditor's office has
been home to the state privacy

Cannon: With any new require-
ment for government the first step
is education and training. The Of-
fice of the State Auditor provides
state and local government train-
ing for new and changing statuto-
ry requirements and has easily in-
corporated data privacy into new
and existing trainings. We will con-
tinue to provide the resources
privacy risk assessments as well as
resources for data protection. As
the requirements on government
continue to strengthen, the state
privacy officer’s oversight and as-
sessment of privacy risks should
continue to be kept independent
of the government agencies that
collect or share citizen data.

Hatch » I've already met with the
state privacy officer and invited
her to my county to conduct a pri-
audit. Her audit report was
insightful. helpful and will result
in improved practices to better se-
cure the privacy of the data stored
at the county

1 would leverage my relation-
ships with the state, cities, coun-
ties. schools and service districts
throughout the state to proliferate
these types of helpful discussions.
Relationships matter — yes, even
for auditors. I will build upon the
trusted relationships 1 have with
governmental leaders throughout
the state. I will help them under-
stand that although the auditor;
auditee relationship should have
a healthy, inherent conflict, the
state anditor’s office can alsobe a
trusted partner, working to achieve
the goals that all public servants
should have: responsible, trans-
parent, secure recording, i
ing and storing of the public’s data.
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